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In its 10 years of existence, Neighbours' Day has

proved to be a fantastic success, going way

beyond French horizons to become the greatest

European citizen event. Good humour, wonderful

encounters and togetherness, joyful laughter and

happiness are everywhere. Well done, all of you

participants out there! And for those of you who

haven't enjoyed the event yet, just contact us or

visit our website to know more.

With the upcoming European elections, 2009 is

going to be an important year for Europe. Let's

make this fantastic event the occasion to

celebrate together the spirit of conviviality and

solidarity that are so dear to us!

Editorial

Atanase PERIFAN

E.F.L.S. President

Founder-Creator of  Neighboursô Day
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Since the very beginning, Neighbours' Day has constantly
expanded throughout Europe and beyond.

The most recent edition brought together over 8 million
neighbours in more than 29 countries throughout the
world, including 20 in Europe.

Neighbours' Day is a wonderful opportunity to get to know
neighbours, to share together and simply just "be" together; a
way to positively change our social behaviour whilst enjoying
a drink or a meal togetheré

With European elections taking place from 4 to 7 June 2009,
the European Parliament has initiated a partnership with
Neighbours' Day, to favour the spirit of conviviality and
solidarity and to make participants aware of this major
democratic date.

This association is a key opportunity for all Europeans to take
part in the construction of a united Europe, one which is
fundamentally more accessible and more charitable!

On Tuesday 26 May 2009, everyone is invited, once again,
to joyfully and unitedly celebrate "better living together"!

So, note it down... Tuesday 26 Mayé
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Neighbours' Day Decked Out in European Colours!

A Few Key Neighbours' Day Figuresé

First Neiboursô Day in Paris in2000

European Neighboursô Day launchin 2004

In 2008

8 million participants 

29 countries (20 UE countries)

2009 objective: 9 million participants
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A Few Fabulous Celebration Initiatives

European MPs are invited to join in

Neighbours' Day celebrations to meet and

share with local inhabitants and to trigger

discussions and debates on subjects of

concern for the participants.

Enchanted by the Neighbours' Day concept, the 

House of Europe in Nicosia successfully 

convinced the local city authorities to join in the 

adventure! This day will also be organised by the 

European Parliament Office in Cyprus.

This year, during the Neighbours' Day celebrations, the town of

Chemnitz is inviting its twin-towns to come along and share their

experiences on the topic of social services helping disadvantaged

people. Guests will include, notably, Zuzana Kailovà, mayor of Usti

(Czech Republic) and Christine Eckert, deputy mayor of Mulhouse

(France).

On the agenda: visiting the town hall social services centres,

sharing and discussing ongoing sustainable development projects, and

finally, individual delegations presenting NeighboursóDay

celebrations for their home towns. And in the evening, everyone will

join together with the inhabitants of the "Sonneberg" district to celebrate

Neighbours' Day.

Neighbours' Day Dedicated to Town-Twinning

Liverpool: A Gigantic European-themed Feast

In France, Euro-MPs Join In the Party

A New European Capital:  Nicosia (Cyprus)

The European "Friendly & Cohesive City" Diploma

Since 2004, around 80 towns, cities and 

social housing associations have been awarded 

with the  "European Neighboursô Day" diploma, 

incorporating the "Friendly & Cohesive City" 

label. 

This year, a dozen partners, including Chemnitz, 

Nicosia, St Etienne, La Ciotat, Vienna, Odessa, 

Wroclaw, etc. shall receive this diploma, which 

will be presented to them by Atanase Périfan, 

President-Founder of EFLS. 

Diploma 
Award 

Ceremony 
Mayor of 

Dublin, May 
2008

It is also the opportunity to explain to the inhabitants how 

decisions taken in the European Parliament can directly 

influence their daily life, in their district, and even in their 

apartment buildings. 

This year the former European Capital of Culture

for 2008 is continuing its efforts with European

NeighboursôDay and extending the reach of events

to all the social landlords in the city.

Liverpool has approximately 30% of its housing stock as social housing and so

the involvement of the Housing Associations is crucial to the success of END.

We are also contacting every tenant and resident group in an effort to get as

many organisations on board as possible. The highlight of the events this

year is likely to be the free European lunch which we are hosting in one of

the public squares in the city centre on 26th May, the army are doing the

cooking and 5 top city chefs are preparing meals with a European theme

to celebrate the day.


