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IntroductioncL Y U SNIBA Sg @GgA U
Atanase Périfan, in 2010 you will celebrate the 10" anniversary of

b S A 3 K ®DaydeNigh Qou invented with a few friends by havinga party

with your neighbourson a pavementin the 17" arrondissementof Paris

This year, between 9 and 10 million people will celebrate with their

neighbours,what isthe meaningof an eventlike this?

A.P. Welive in a societywhererelationshipswith othershaveneverbeenso
complicated YouR 2 yh@v@éto be a sociologistto seeit. We seeit in our
families, our marriages, between parents and children, between teachers
and students betweenwork colleaguesand betweenneighbourX Whyis it

that there is so much tension between people? And, which interests me
aboveall, what do we want to sharewith eachother? (X) | believe that

K 'dlrFryFras t SNATFIYX

If you hadto createb S A 3 K dDayizd@aasthat there was a weakness
in the system, but where? Associations?Public authorities? Elected
officials?Housingauthorities?

A.P. No,A (judtihat our societymakesit harderand harderto meet other

people naturally. Thereare 1000 reasonsfor this: through lack of time,

through mistrust peoplenowadaysare suspiciouof generouspeoplewho

try to help¢ theywonderg K | go@gion. AndA o@yghuman,the world is

more and more difficult, everyonehas their own problems (X) L {n@Qti
backwardsat all; remember,when peoplemovedfrom the countrysideto

the city, two or three centuriesago, it wasto blendin with the massesit

mustbe saidthat the lackof privacyin smalltownswastiresome everyone

peoplehaveneverbeensokeento find meaningin their lives,and i K I ai (deweveryoneS f asécetiX Peoplewere happyto find a little anonymity

positivething.

b S A 3 K oDaydrdit6 encouragepeople, to force them to meet new
people,whichR 2 S Zgh@miaturallyX

But we went too far and today we are too anonymousand people are
looking for shared experiences again You often hear about
communitarianismor socialnetworking, but peoplesimply needto learn
how to live together again..

A.P. YesA (aQdradoxthat we were obligedto inventad { R AT Ko 2 dzNE Q

R @n&ranc& Butit R 2 S angt@riwe all needa date for our diaries (X)

Sopeopleneeda pretext, and maybe peoplealso needto be encouraged
more than before in order for things, which may seemnatural, to work.

(X)Our objective,is to seehow we cantap into the seamof solidarity that

existsbetweenneighbours Howcanwe encouragethem; to increasdevels
of solidarity betweenpeoplewith a real political philosophy- which is not

left-wing or right-wingX just human- whichis asfollows & ¥ e\dolidarity
must be foundedon three pillars the first is the family, which you would
think would be natural but A (n©t&he 19" century anymore when there
were four generationsliving together under one roof it was easyto be
G 2 3 S {iTKeSeldhdpillar is institutions organisedcollectivesolidarity,the

State,socialservicesand associationsand the third level,in my opinion,is
neighbours What we call Wa LJ2 y (1 & 3/{SR @45 Nk mahayeto get

these three levelsto work together, and to complementeach other, we

will be ableto improveoura 2 O A S9diafclidrate.

Isthere alot more work to do?

A.P. Yeswhen| look at what we havealreadydone,| R 2 yitni | would
havestartedthis if | had knownhow muchenergyit would require Butit is
possibleto changethe world - | believethat. Firstof all, it meanschanging
everyonea little bit, andthe more peoplechange the easierit will be. Our
philosophyis that little things, gesturesof solidarity, multiplied by many
people,will createa more friendly society.

Atanase Périfan,
Creator of Neighbour g ,
President of the European Federation for Local Solidarity
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Organisingthis event is extremely straightforward. YouR 2 yn@dd
any special skills, just a pinch of generosity and a dash of
enthusiasm!

Find a venue, suchas a courtyard, a garden,the entrance hall of a
buildingir a suitable pavementif there is nothing else available!The
important thing isthat accesshouldbe easyandthe venueshouldbe
a good meeting place for people from severaldifferent housesor
buildings

Advertise! L (ie@syto let your neighboursknow about the event ¢
postersansinvitationsare availableto downloadfrom the websitein
awide varietyof languages www.europeanneighboursday.eu

Stick a poster up in the entraincehall of the building displayingthe
name, time, venue of the event and inviting participantsto bring
along selection of different Europeandishes! Then pop invitations
into youry S A 3 K deedtddEesand under their doormats Invite

/ bSAIKO2dzNEQ 51 & HAMA “ 1 S & | yourngghkpurso comealongandjoinin;

10 anniversary

32 countries (9 European Union countries) Stimulate, familiarize and bring together your friends, your
neighboursthe caretakerof your nuilding,your G S y I ayidRagQ S|N.
10 million participants associatiolkmakingsureyouR 2 yfafgét anyone!

K 1 200city councils and housing association partners /




New for 2010

[Launch in Pécs2010 European Capital of Culture } [ Focus on the Balkans!

TheHungariantown of Pécs 2010EuropeanCapitalof Culture, kicked
off a year of artistic events with the theme of central Europe and
opennessto the Balkans dPécsR 2 S AjystQrépresent the great
Hungarian culture, it also representsthe strong culture of central
9 dzNPshyShe (i 2 ¢ Mdyer.

b S A 3 K ®aydiNtie Gne of the highlights
of the ( 2 ¢ yffizEl programme A special

NYISSUNK EGYMASRA website has been created for the event
Higjo asztalhox sxomsxédait!
len s osigandinal www.szomszedunnepu

~

bl S: Ab3uls D 8y d THEMQvie!

For its 10" anniversaryin France,this socially
aware eventinspiredthe director DavidHaddadto
makea feature-lengthfilm.

It is releasedin Franceon 26" May ¢ two days
beforeb S A 3 K ®&ydzNA Q

J

b S A 3 K @Daydshbif hit in the Balkans
Thetradition of neighbourlinessnurtured for
many centuriesby the Slavigpeople,hasnow
become an official event, which will be
celebratedon 28" May 201Q And after the
town of Mostar in 2009 Tuzlain Bosniaand
severaltownsin Serbiaand Montenegrohave
decidedto join this project!

Furthermore, we have the pleasure of welcoming three new
capitals Belgrade Bratislavaand Zagreb Thisparticipationis alsoa
strong symbolfor the constructionof a Europeanidentity founded
on solidarityand socialcohesion

In Serbia,the areasof actionof b S A 3 K @&ydaiyEo one town
to another and haveprovento be highlyintercultural Fromecology
to the fight againstpoverty and social exclusion,the themes are
many and varied The aim being to involve as many citizens as
possible

In Montenegro, the towns of Tivat and Kotor have recently joined
theb S A 3 K D&yaw\@&ment


http://www.szomszedunnep.hu/
http://www.szomszedunnep.hu/
http://www.szomszedunnep.hu/
http://www.szomszedunnep.hu/
http://www.szomszedunnep.hu/

